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FOUNDATIONS 

The Mission 
In collaboration with parents, The Greenhouse exists to develop a 
new generation of leaders who will serve the common good and in 
all things bring glory to God by: 

1. Fostering a love for learning by sharpening academic skills 
and intellectual discernment;  

2. Promoting moral virtue and personal responsibility;  
3. Nurturing authentic relationships in a community marked by 

integrity, humility and love. 
 

The Vision 

Our vision for bringing glory to God  
As a community, we seek to love the Lord our God with our whole 
hearts, minds and souls, broken and contrite as we may be. We 
honor the Word of God as ultimately authoritative for our faith and 
practice. We are devoted to prayer and the spiritual disciplines 
which open our hearts to the Lord.    We unapologetically choose 
to love what the Lord loves and hate what the Lord hates. 

Our vision for collaborating with parents 
The Greenhouse seeks to come alongside, support and encourage 
parents as the primary educators/ disciplers of their children. We 
will actively seek households whose family goals, identity and 
mission align with those of The Greenhouse. Our staff will: 
 respect the authority of the students’ parents, 
 keep parents apprised of the involvement, behavior, and progress 

of their children; and 
 avoid conduct which may alienate a child’s love or respect of his 

parents. 
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Our vision for developing leaders who serve the 
common good  
Following the example of our Lord Jesus Christ “who came not to 
be served, but to serve,” The Greenhouse will model and nurture 
leadership that is oriented towards others. Each person will be 
encouraged to work for the success of their subordinates, peers and 
superiors. All students will be given age-appropriate opportunities 
to lead through serving in the daily life of The Greenhouse as well 
as in broader contexts.  

Our vision for fostering a love of learning 
At The Greenhouse, a love of learning is first embodied in the 
teachers we hire and train. Greenhouse teachers are passionate 
about their subjects, their Lord and their students. They are 
themselves teachable, compassionate and sensitive to the creative 
and redemptive work of God in human hearts. We create a 
community of learners by having most of The Greenhouse study 
the same period of history concurrently, as well as by coupling 
history studies with those of the arts. The Greenhouse provides 
longer class periods to allow students to go deeper. We sponsor 
large events towards which the student body works. By all these 
means, students come not only to love learning, but to apply their 
learning with a level of skill and discernment. 

Our vision for sharpening academic skills and 
intellectual discernment 
We espouse the progression from “grammar” to “logic” to 
“rhetoric” embodied in the classical Trivium and utilize tools best 
suited to each stage. We study the masters of Western Civilization 
and their representative works. Ultimately we look to the 
Scriptures, and the life and person of Jesus Christ, to define what is 
good, true and beautiful in our studies, and to determine what is 
worthy of occupying our minds and hearts. 
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Our vision for promoting moral virtue and personal 
responsibility 
We provide a nomenclature for students to understand, and venues 
for students to discuss, the cardinal and Christian virtues in daily 
life. The Greenhouse defines expectations for students and holds 
them accountable. The older a student is the greater his 
responsibilities academically and behaviorally.  

Our vision for nurturing authentic relationships in a 
community marked by integrity, humility and love 
By keeping class size relatively small, and by having students 
remain in a level for multiple years, The Greenhouse provides a 
forum for students and staff to develop lasting and deep 
relationships in which they recognize each other’s strengths, 
weaknesses and individuality. Eschewing mockery and disrespect, 
we celebrate both what we share in common and what makes us 
each unique. We emphasize “speaking the truth in love” as the 
God-given way of honoring one another even at times when we 
may disagree.  

Educational Philosophy 
The Greenhouse is an educational learning center that embraces a 
Classical and Christian approach to imparting knowledge to the 
students it enrolls. Character development within the context of a 
nurturing community is an important aspect of The Greenhouse’s 
learning environment. 
  
As a distinctively Christian institution, The Greenhouse reflects a 
Judeo-Christian worldview rooted in the Scriptures. Recognizing 
that Christians come from a variety of church traditions, The 
Greenhouse utilizes the Apostles’ Creed and the Statement of Faith 
from the National Association of Evangelicals as its doctrinal 
statements. 
 
As a classical institution, we adhere to the elements of classical 
education in purpose, structure, and content in the following ways: 
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Purpose: We seek to instill moral virtue in our students, prepare 
them to be life-long, independent learners and promote responsible 
citizenship within the context of a learning environment that is 
marked by relationships that promote integrity, humility and love. 
 
Structure: We follow the classical educational pattern of the the 
Trivium, a teaching model that seeks to tailor subject matter to a 
student's cognitive development through the Grammar, Logic, and 
Rhetoric stages. 
   

Grammar, (grades 1-4), emphasizes mastery of the 
fundamental rules of each subject. This stage would include 
memorization of rules, facts, dates, and events that relate to 
a given subject and familiarization with people and stories 
of Western Civilization. 
 
 Logic, (grades 5-8), emphasizes the ordered relationship of 
particulars in each subject that assists the student in 
developing critical thinking skills in order to examine 
relationships within and between their fields of study. At 
this stage the student asks investigative questions as it 
relates to the subject at hand and uses logic/reasoning skills 
to derive meaning and draw conclusions. 
 
Rhetoric, (grades 9-12), emphasizes the clear expression of 
the grammar and logic of each subject through speech and 
writing. Students develop oral and written skills in order to 
persuasively express their findings and opinions in a given 
subject. 

 
Content: A classical curriculum draws extensively from primary 
sources and focuses on the great ideas, themes, and people of 
western civilization utilizing great literature through the ages. The 
visual and performing arts draw from the repertoire of the masters. 
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Academic Discipline Statements 

Science 
The study of science, encompassing the fields of biology, earth and 
space sciences, physics and chemistry, is based on the foundational 
truth that God, as revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, is the author and creator of all things.  At The 
Greenhouse, we introduce students to curricula that demonstrate 
the creative genius of God through the study of His creation. 
 
We teach our students the appropriate use and application of the 
scientific method in their studies.  We acknowledge there are 
aspects of God’s creation that remain mysterious to man’s 
empirical knowledge and, therefore, cannot be known with 
certainty.  In all things we acknowledge God’s sovereignty over 
His creation. 

The Humanities 
The Humanities constitute the study of the human condition and 
encompass literature, the fine arts, history and philosophy. 
Underlying the study of the Humanities is our conviction that 
mankind's highest achievements and reason for existence are based 
in man's chief end – to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
Humanities education at The Greenhouse presupposes that all 
history and human expression reflects mankind's relationship with, 
and rebellion against, his Creator, as well as the outflowing of the 
redemptive work of Jesus Christ. The students will gain an 
appreciation and awareness of the common human experience and 
its unique impact on them as individuals who bear both God's 
image and mankind's fallenness. 
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STATEMENTS OF FAITH 

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
    the Creator of heaven and earth, 
    and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: 

Who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell.  

The third day He arose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 
    and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty, 
    whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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National Association of Evangelicals     
Statement of Faith 
We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, 
authoritative Word of God. 

We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His virgin 
birth, in His sinless life, in His miracles, in His vicarious and 
atoning death through His shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, 
in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal 
return in power and glory. 

We believe that for the salvation of lost and sinful people, 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential. 

We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose 
indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life. 

We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; they 
that are saved unto the resurrection of life and they that are lost 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 

We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
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SOME HISTORIC CORE VALUES 

Authority of Scripture 
The clear teachings of the Scriptures are our final authority in 
decisions affecting The Greenhouse. To the best of our collective 
ability we will consciously heed the commands of God that have 
bearing on the operation of The Greenhouse. We also recognize 
that God has given His children tremendous scope in which to 
exercise godly wisdom in the absence of explicit Scriptural 
direction.  

Broad Christian Fellowship 
Right from the start, God brought families to The Greenhouse from 
a large number of churches. (The first year, our twenty families 
came from thirteen churches.) The breadth of the Christian 
traditions represented provides a richness to our community. While 
we all agree on the fundamentals of the faith – as stated in the 
Apostles’ Creed and the NAE Statement of Faith – we choose not 
to focus on those issues which have separated believers from one 
another.   

Faith in God’s Provision 
There has always been a gap between tuition revenue and what it 
costs to operate the program. We have always been dependent on 
God to provide what The Greenhouse needs: families & students, 
faculty & staff, facilities & funding. The Lord has consistently 
provided in a number of ways over the years. We have tried to 
invite the families and students into the process of expectant 
prayer, and have celebrated God’s provision year after year. We 
value the humility, faith and flexibility which this requires of the 
whole community – it is a gift to a future generation of servant 
leaders. 
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Centrality of Prayer 
From the very first meetings of our leadership team, The 
Greenhouse has been committed to collective and individual 
prayer. We know our propensities to misstep, lag behind, or run 
ahead – we know our need for God’s protection, provision and 
direction. As students, families, teachers, and Board members pray 
together, the Lord hears our prayers and – as we listen – refines the 
desires of our hearts. Through seasons of prayer, the Lord has 
shown us when to wait, when to proceed, and what to prioritize. 
Many times it has differed from what we had anticipated. 

Being True to Our Calling 
We desire to have God’s – rather than any one person’s – imprint 
on The Greenhouse. When God so leads us, we value being 
stretched beyond the ways of doing or conceiving of things that we 
have come to regard as normal. We want to faithfully follow His 
lead with wisdom and prudence without striving to be “like” 
another ministry, school, business or enterprise. This does NOT 
mean that The Greenhouse will innovate in everything we do; it 
does mean that in whatever we do (academic programs, 
employment practices, etc.) we seek to know God’s mind first.  

Parents as Primary Educators 
The Greenhouse exists to serve parents as they disciple and 
educate their children. We will respect the parents’ role as the 
primary educators of their children, and will not take on that role. 
While we seek to provide substantial academic services, we will 
not take responsibility for piloting the educational ship of our 
students. The Greenhouse is a hybrid between a home-school and 
traditional school with no aspirations to become a free-standing 
school. We are cautious about activities that move us in that 
direction. 
 



 

 © 2012 – The Greenhouse, Western Suburbs, NFP 12 

Small by Design 
We do not exalt “bigness” as the measure of success or 
effectiveness. We are not trying to grow an institution; we are 
trying faithfully to be and do what God asks of us. If it requires a 
choice, we would rather be more effective with a few than less 
effective with many. We believe that from a student’s perspective, 
the programs should feel small enough to know and be known 
comfortably. We try to ensure not only that the student/teacher 
ratio is small, but also that no teacher has too many students (in 
aggregate) with whom to relate effectively. 

Selectivity 
The Greenhouse is not a good fit for every person. We desire to 
find those employees and families with whom our mission deeply 
resonates. It is an act of love to defer on a given candidate when 
the fit is not good. We prefer a long engagement, which might be 
broken, over a hasty marriage which breeds strife. 

Growth by Relationships 
Because we are not trying to grow our programs aggressively, we 
value referrals from current families as the primary way of 
introducing new families to The Greenhouse. While we are not 
opposed to marketing campaigns per se, we have no need or desire 
to be “high profile.” We try to avoid undue preoccupation with 
image or reputation; instead we focus on being (and becoming) 
what God calls us to. We strongly believe in “letting another’s lips 
praise you and not your own.”  

Excellence as a By-Product Not a Goal 
We try to avoid the idolatry of “excellence.” As an institution, we 
work to the best of our ability “as unto the Lord.” Excellence may 
well be a by-product, but it is not the goal. So much of our mission 
is beyond quantification and analysis, that defining excellence 
becomes elusive. As G.K. Chesterton said about weighty matters, 
“If a thing is worth doing, it is worth doing poorly.” 
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Minimal Rules 
We seek to establish only those rules and guidelines as will be 
conducive to the smooth operation of The Greenhouse. We 
recognize that, in the extreme, bureaucracies encumber effective 
ministry; whereas, absence of necessary guidelines provides little 
protection or guidance. The middle ground – which is harder to 
find the older an institution gets – is where freedom to explore is 
given appropriate boundaries. 

Valuing Persons 
We try not to treat people, especially staff, primarily in terms of 
their function, i.e., mechanically as part of a machine. We try to 
accept each person – student, parent, staff, Board – as the unique 
creation of God that they are, with skills, gifts and passions, as 
well as foibles, quirks and brokenness. On a staff level, to a degree 
we adjust responsibilities to fit the person.  

Magnanimity 
We are broad-hearted in our support of comparable endeavors. We 
freely refer people to other places that might be of service; we do 
not cling protectively to “our” families.  
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NURTURING RELATIONSHIPS 
1. Healthy relationships are of ultimate value. God exists as 

Trinity: three persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
– in relationship as one God1. Mankind is created for 
relationships with God, with others, and with creation. The 
essence of eternal life is “to know God,2” that is, to live in 
relationship with Him now and forever.  

2. Every person is valuable because they are precious to God. 
Everyone is uniquely created and gifted by Him3. Our relating 
to and serving of others is based on the value He places on 
them. Therefore, we have each special opportunities to bless 
others4, as well as the blessing of learning from others. The 
Christian faith is other-oriented – not to the exclusion of self, 
or as a substitute for self – but in that Christians serve the 
interests of others5. Service and self-denial are the way of 
Christ6. 

3. God desires for His people to live in community the hallmark 
of which is love7. Trust is the foundation for healthy 
relationships. Sin violates trust and breaks relationships. It is 
love which covers a multitude of sins8 and forgiveness which 
restores broken relationships9. Loving relationships stimulate 
and sharpen10; they do not stumble others by tempting one to 
act outside of one’s convictions in the Lord11. 

 

                                                 
1 Genesis 1:26; Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14 
2 John 17:3 
3 Psalm 139:13-16; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7,18 
4 Matthew 25:34-40 
5 Philippians 2:3-11; Romans 15:2 
6 Matthew 20:25-28; Luke 9:23-25 
7 John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 13 
8 1 Peter 4:8 
9 Ephesians 4:31-32; James 5:16 
10 Proverbs 27:17; Hebrews 10:23-25 
11 Romans 14 
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4. We are stewards of the relationships, skills and goods which 
God entrusts to us12. Therefore, it is important to build 
relationships, hone our skills and care for property in ways that 
are consistent with God’s purposes, and so fulfill our noble 
calling. 

5. Because God has created the universe and revealed Himself to 
us, we know that – in an absolute sense – there are things that 
are true, good and beautiful13. The existence of evil and the 
reality of the fall have marred creation and depraved 
mankind14. Consequently, not all acts of human creativity are 
of equal value. One’s soul is best nurtured by focusing on those 
things which embody the true, good and beautiful15.   

6. God’s truth provides a circle of protection16. To move outside 
that circle is to invite peril17. Moral fences provide a safe arena 
for hearty exploration of mankind’s proper domains. 

 

                                                 
12 Genesis 1:28-31; Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 16:9-13; 1 Peter 4:10 
13 Psalm 96:6; John 1: 14-18 
14 Genesis 3; Romans 1:18-32; Romans 8:20-22 
15 Philippians 4:8 
16 Deuteronomy 28:1-14 
17 Deuteronomy 28:15-68 
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AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHRISTIAN 
HOME 
Courtesy of Richard Patton, founder and Director of ALC, a similar institution in PA. 

The Bible is the inspired, inerrant Word of God. The Bible is the 
exclusive and ultimate source of authority regarding life – both 
temporal and eternal.  

The ultimate purpose of the nurturing process is that our children 
would come to know, love and serve God. The entire nurturing 
process must take place from a God-centered perspective.  

Biblical discipline is foundational to the nurturing process. Biblical 
discipline consists of both instruction and correction. God has 
revealed the purpose, manner and means of both aspects of 
discipline in the Bible. 

Children can be taught to obey. Unconditional obedience to the 
will of the parent is to be the norm in the Christian home.  

God’s Word establishes the norms for personal relationships. This 
is in contrast to the cultural “norms” established by secular 
psychology, television, movies, popular music, etc. In particular, 
norms include boy/girl relationships and the use of the tongue.  

The spiritual, emotional and physical climate of the Christian home 
should be marked by warmth, closeness, acceptance and goodwill. 
These qualities should characterize the relationship between 
husband/wife, parent/child, and child/child. So-called “stages” that 
children are thought to pass through (e.g. “terrible twos,” 
teenagers, etc.) should not be used as excuses for the absence of 
these qualities between all members of the family. 

Christian parents should be extremely jealous for the minds of their 
children. Not all expressions of our culture through writing, music, 
videos, television, etc. are conducive to helping our children on to 
God. In particular, the obsessions with sex, death and violence are 
detrimental to our children’s well-being. 

Personal responsibility should be fostered in the nurturing process. 
Christian parents should invoke a sense of personal responsibility 
in their children with appropriate consequences for irresponsibility. 
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Common DIMENSIONS for ALL Levels 

Types of families best served 
We believe that God has placed a mandate on Christian parents to 
be the primary disciplers of their children. We believe that parents 
must consciously choose to accept this mandate, understanding 
that it will have a material (and spiritual) impact on their families, 
their schedules, their priorities. The Greenhouse is well situated to 
come alongside families who are actively seeking to follow this 
mandate. We are called to come along such families. We are not 
able to effectively serve parents who are not yet actively discipling 
their children or who aspire to do so without having already taken 
steps in that direction. We expect that a family will have been 
homeschooling for at least a year – during which time they can 
establish their home schooling identity – before joining The 
Greenhouse. Until a homeschooling family discovers (usually by 
trial and error) its style of education, it is hard to assess how good 
a fit The Greenhouse might be. Generally, we seek to establish 
long-term relationships with families. 

Commitment to HOME Education 
Chicagoland, like other metropolitan areas, offers a wide array of 
resources, programs and options for homeschooled children. There 
is a growing trend among metropolitan home educators to act as 
“general contractors.” They outsource most of their children’s 
instruction, with very little education actually happening at home 
with the child’s parents. Despite being one of those ministries 
which serves home educators, we oppose this trend and encourage 
families to be aware of this temptation. 

Teacher’s Role in Character Formation and 
Community Building 
In contrast to modern education which focuses on what is, or can 
be (descriptive), a classical education addresses what ought to be 
(prescriptive). It assumes the out-of-fashion concept of the Ideal 
Type, which Christians believe is embodied in Christ. In the 
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classroom, a normative (prescriptive) approach manifests a strong 
aspirational tenor. By use of illustrations – positive and negative – 
from the studies at hand, teachers posit questions about ideals and 
reinforce those values and motivations worthy of emulation. 
Further, teachers themselves practice and grow in virtue, serving – 
like the students’ parents – as living models for the children. We 
also teach – directly and using metaphor – what the seven virtues 
are (faith, hope, love, wisdom, justice, self-control, courage).  We 
encourage students to love what God loves, and hate what God 
hates. Grammar Level teachers establish an environment which 
invites students to learn new material and attempt new skills 
without fear of mockery. They also provide some direct instruction 
on social skills necessary for life in a community. Since students 
are with the same pool of students over several years time, there is 
opportunity for significant friendships to be formed. Teachers 
address character issues (positive and negative, individual or 
interpersonal) in loco parentis18 as they arise in the classroom, and, 
in most cases, communicate such matters to the students’ parents. 

Special Needs Students 
The Greenhouse is not called specifically to assist students 
typically regarded as having “special needs.” However, with 
consistent parental involvement, and a modest level of 
accommodation, we have been able to serve a number of special 
needs students successfully. Generally, we do not enroll more than 
one special needs student per class. 

Cost Structure 
Generally speaking, tuition at The Greenhouse covers no more 
than 90% of the expenses for running program. The Grammar 
Level program is the least expensive of the core programs. The 
Rhetoric Program, given its intensity, is the most expensive of the 
core programs. Multiple-child discounts and a limited number of 
scholarships are available. 

                                                 
18 Means “in the place of a parent” 
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Dimensions of the GRAMMAR Level 

Focus of the Home School at the Grammar Level 
Academically, Grammar Level is the time when families should be 
concentrating on mastery of the native tongue, as children focus on 
learning to read, write and speak. By the end of this Level, students 
should have a good grasp on English language and usage, basic 
arithmetic and world geography. From a character formation 
standpoint, self-discipline, cheerful obedience as well as an ethic 
of work, cooperation and service should be instilled. We believe 
that for home educators to receive the good fruit of home 
education, especially during the Grammar Level, they need to limit 
the number of outside educational activities in which their children 
participate.  

Role of The Greenhouse at the Grammar Level 
Because of the huge foundational work of the family during the 
Grammar Level, The Greenhouse should be viewed as a helpful 
supplement. Academically, we offer important and broad 
introductions to a narrow range of subjects. Moreover, The 
Greenhouse serves as another venue or laboratory in which a 
student can safely relate to peers, and older and younger students, 
under the leadership of teachers who espouse and embody values 
common to their home.  At the Grammar Level, The Greenhouse 
does not take the lead in a child’s education. This is not to diminish 
the fact that what The Greenhouse offers at a Grammar Level is 
very valuable. Required Greenhouse assignments shall typically 
necessitate two hours to four hours per week. 
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Curriculum & Breadth Offerings – Grammar 
Believing in the primacy of the home, especially for young 
students, we do not offer many electives beyond our one-day-a-
week core program for Grammar Level students. The core program 
provides instruction in history & literature, art, performing arts and 
science in a four-year cycle. Students are typically part of a sub-
level (e.g. Grammar I) for a two-year period.  

Size of Grammar Level Classes 
On any given core program day, we offer one Grammar I (grades 
1-2) class and one Grammar II (grades 3-4) class. To be effective 
in our mission, we limit class size in Grammar I to 14 (no more 
than 6 being first graders) and in Grammar II to 16. Classes may be 
as small as 10.  
 
To ensure that teachers can communicate meaningfully with all the 
families with whom they collaborate, no teacher will be in 
relationship with more than 70 families. We will do our best to 
insure that no teacher has more than 20 families new to them per 
year. A new faculty member, generally, will be in relationship with 
no more than 50 families. 
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Role of the Grammar Level Teacher 

History & Lit 
The Grammar Level History & Lit teacher serves as a guide to a 
period of history by introducing key figures and events, and 
providing fundamental frames of reference through sounds-
offs19, timelines and maps. The Grammar History & Lit teacher 
also will introduce students to important stories, myths and 
works of literature. At least once each year, students will have 
opportunity to make a presentation. Families will be provided 
with additional resources to continue studies at home (if they 
wish) including recommended topics, books, websites, activities 
not being covered in class.  

Science 
The Grammar Level Science teacher serves as a guide to 
various branches of science, introducing pertinent vocabulary 
and key scientists, and providing fundamental frames of 
reference through Questions of the Day and rudimentary 
classification. The Grammar Science teacher will also introduce 
labs and demonstrations, which may be hard to replicate at 
home. At least once each year, students will have opportunity to 
make a presentation. Students will also have the option of 
participating in an annual science event. Families will be 
provided with additional resources to continue studies at home 
(if they wish) including recommended topics, books, websites, 
activities not being covered in class.  

                                                 
19 History Sound-Off’s are memorized sequences of inter-related facts including 
key events, dates and persons connected to a given time period. 
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Art 
The Grammar Level Art teacher serves as the student’s primary 
instructor in the visual arts; there is no expectation that 
additional art instruction is occurring in the home. The teacher 
will provide instruction in basic art history and art appreciation, 
introducing pertinent vocabulary and key artists and their 
representative works of art of a given period. The art classes are 
principally studio classes in which students grow in skillfulness 
through incremental exposure to and practice of various art 
skills, spanning technique, theory and design. The Grammar 
Level Art teacher will instruct and coach students in sequenced 
art skills, including the elements and principles of design. All 
students will have artwork presented in an annual Art Show.   

Performing Arts 
The Grammar Level Performing Arts teacher serves as the 
student’s primary instructor in the performing arts: music, 
period dance and drama. The teacher will provide instruction in 
the history and appreciation of the performing arts, introducing 
pertinent vocabulary and key figures of a given period, and 
providing fundamental frames of reference through memorized 
acrostics and listening CD’s. The Grammar Level Performing 
Arts teacher will instruct and coach students in ensemble 
performance of vocal music, dance and drama. In creating a 
trusting environment for ensemble work, the Grammar Level 
Performing Arts teacher will utilize times for students to “share 
forks in the road” and “pack the prayer suitcase.” Teachers will 
emphasize the other-centeredness of performance both in 
blessing an audience and in working as ensemble. All students 
will have opportunity to perform twice in addition to the winter 
play.   
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Expectations of Incoming Grammar Students 

Grammar I 
Academically, it is expected that an incoming Grammar I 
student will recognize letters, numbers and be on the road to 
reading. We expect that a student will respectfully and promptly 
comply with the directions of a teacher. We also expect that a 
student will be able to be able to focus on a task for at least 15 
minutes without significant need for redirection. We expect that 
a student will be able to listen (without speaking) for at least 10 
minutes. We expect that the student’s motor skills and eye-hand 
coordination will be sufficient to copy material on a whiteboard 
to a worksheet with relative ease, speed and accuracy. 
Generally, we do not enroll students under the age of seven (by 
September 1); and only at seven, if they demonstrate the 
necessary abilities.  

Grammar II 
Everything expected of a Grammar I student is also expected of 
a Grammar II student. In addition, we expect a Grammar II 
student to read independently at least at a nominal third grade 
level, and write in complete sentences. We also expect that a 
student will have mastered their addition and subtraction tables, 
as well as early multiplication tables, and basic arithmetic 
functions. We expect a Grammar II student to be able to fill in 
blanks on an outline during a brief lecture. A student should be 
able to focus without significant redirection for at least 25 
minutes, and be able to actively listen for at least 20 minutes. 
We expect incoming Grammar II students to be characterized 
by good classroom behavior, including raising one’s hand, 
asking permission, refraining from calling undue attention to 
oneself, and not distracting classmates. 
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Dimensions of the LOGIC Level 

Focus of the Home School at Logic Level 
Academically, the Logic Level is the time when families should be 
building on the fundamentals, with students doing increasingly 
more reading, writing and mathematics. By the end of this Level, 
students should have good facility with English grammar, 
researching and writing multi-paragraph papers. They should be 
advancing toward algebra and continuing in world geography and 
civics. From a character formation standpoint, initiative and 
responsibility for one’s own work, as well as an ongoing respectful 
posture towards adults should be cultivated. Meanwhile, a student’s 
freedom to question and explore – respectfully – should be fostered 
with parental direction. We believe there is value in limiting the 
amount of exposure to popular culture (and teen culture) that Logic 
Level students experience. 

Role of The Greenhouse at the Logic Level 
In contrast to the Grammar Level which is mainly supplemental, at 
the Logic Level, The Greenhouse becomes a partner with the home 
school by providing essential support in a limited sphere. In history 
and literature, as well as science, we provide the basic framework 
upon which a family should build; we do not recommend that 
families attempt to do something altogether different in their home 
schools for these subjects. As on the Grammar level, The Green-
house serves as another venue or laboratory in which a student can 
safely relate to peers, and older and younger students, under the 
leadership of teachers who espouse and embody values common to 
their home.  Required Greenhouse assignments shall necessitate 
four to six hours per week, in addition to reading the books 
required for history & literature. 
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Curriculum & Breadth of Offerings – Logic 
At the Logic level, the core program provides instruction in history 
& literature, art, performing arts and science in a four-year cycle. 
The material builds upon and expands that which was covered in 
the Grammar level. Students are typically part of a sub-level (e.g. 
Logic I) for a two-year period. Additionally, we offer electives in 
writing and Latin as well as a few other options for interested 
students at the Logic level. 

Size of Logic Level Classes 
On any given core program day, we offer one Logic I (grades 5-6) 
class and one Logic II (grades 7-8) class. To be effective in our 
mission, we limit class size to 16. Classes may be as small as 10.  
 
To ensure that teachers can communicate meaningfully with all the 
families with whom they collaborate, no teacher will be in 
relationship with more than 70 families. We will do our best to 
insure that no teacher has more than 20 families new to them per 
year. A new faculty member, generally, will be in relationship with 
no more than 50 families. 

Role of the Logic Level Teacher 

History & Lit 
The Logic Level History & Lit teacher serves as a guide to a 
period of history by helping students see its continuity (the 
interrelated trends and movements), and introducing students to 
the terminology and methods of history. The teacher will utilize 
readings in historical fiction, as well as primary sources, in class 
discussions, and Socratic dialogs. At least once each year, 
students will have opportunity to make an oral presentation. 
They will also produce a research paper each year. Students will 
create or embellish timelines and maps for their studies. It is 
expected that students will do additional readings and studies at 
home to provide background for that which is covered in-class. 
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Families will be provided with additional resources to continue 
studies at home (if they wish) including recommended topics, 
books, websites, activities not being covered in class. 

Science 
The Logic Level Science teacher serves as a guide to various 
branches of science, reinforcing vocabulary and concepts 
learned in their home study of an assigned common text. The 
teacher will also introduce students to lab procedures, oversee 
key labs and demonstrations, which may be hard to replicate at 
home. Students will be taught to think scientifically through in- 
class discussions and labs. At least once each year, students will 
have opportunity to make a presentation. Students will also 
have the option of participating in an annual science event. It is 
expected that students will do additional readings and studies at 
home to provide background for that which is covered in-class. 
Families will be provided with additional resources to continue 
studies at home (if they wish) including recommended topics, 
books, websites, activities not being covered in class. 

Art 
The Logic Level Art teacher serves as the student’s primary 
instructor in the visual arts; there is no expectation that 
additional art instruction is occurring in the home. The teacher 
provides background information on art history and 
appreciation, introducing pertinent vocabulary and key artists 
and their representative works of art of a given period, through 
readings and worksheets. Most of the art history is learned 
through homework, reinforced by class commentary and 
occasional quizzes. Most of the art classes are principally studio 
classes in which students grow in skillfulness through 
incremental exposure to and practice of various art skills, 
spanning technique, theory and design. The Logic Level Art 
teacher will instruct and coach students in sequenced art skills, 
including the elements and principles of design. All students 
will have artwork presented in an annual Art Show.   
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Performing Arts 
The Logic Level Performing Arts teacher serves as one of a 
student’s primary instructors in the performing arts: music, 
period dance and drama. The teacher will provide instruction in 
the history and appreciation of the performing arts, introducing 
pertinent vocabulary and key figures of a given period, and 
providing fundamental frames of reference through memorized 
acrostics and listening CD’s. The Logic Level Performing Arts 
teacher will instruct and coach students in ensemble 
performance of vocal music, dance and drama, as well as 
individual performance of recitations. In creating a trusting 
environment for ensemble work, the Performing Arts teacher 
will encourage sharing good personal (moral & spiritual) 
choices among students and collaborating in prayer. Teachers 
will emphasize the other-centeredness of performance both in 
blessing an audience and in working as ensemble. All students 
will have opportunity to perform twice in addition to the winter 
play.   
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Expectations of Incoming Logic Students 

All 
We expect that a student will respectfully and promptly comply 
with the directions of a teacher. We expect incoming Logic  
students to be characterized by good classroom behavior, 
including raising one’s hand, asking permission, refraining from 
calling undue attention to oneself, and not distracting 
classmates. We also expect that a student will be able to be able 
to focus on an assigned task for at least 30 minutes without 
significant need for redirection. 

Logic I 
Academically, it is expected that an incoming Logic I student 
will read independently at least at grade level. Students are 
expected to be able to identify the most important concepts in a 
paragraph of prose. We expect students to be able to read maps, 
charts and graphs. Students should be able to perform 
mathematical operations including addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division of integers, decimals and fractions.  

Logic II 
Everything expected of a Logic I student is also expected of a 
Logic II student. We expect that a student be able to write a 
well-constructed paragraph. We also expect that Logic II 
students can follow and fill-in an outline during a brief lecture. 
Students should be able to construct charts and graphs, and 
solve equations for a missing variable.  
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Dimensions of the RHETORIC Level 

Focus of the Home School at the Rhetoric Level 
Academically, the Rhetoric Level is the time when families should 
be equipping students for independent study. Students should focus 
on developing written and oral presentation skills, reflective of a 
consistent biblical worldview and meaningful, logical interaction 
with ideas. By the end of this Level, students should be able to 
develop and defend a brief thesis. They should be skillful in 
geometry and higher math. They should have a working 
knowledge of western civilization as well as state and federal 
government. Students should be familiar with several 
representative great books. From a character formation standpoint, 
the formulation of a biblical worldview, and personal convictions 
for living should be cultivated. Also, students should come to 
identify their passions and interests, as well as their areas of 
limitation and struggle; early conceptions of vocation are often 
birthed during these years. Ideally, students will press beyond the 
point of native ability to disciplined and intentional personal 
development. Students should continue to be given freedom to 
question and explore – respectfully – with parental guidance.  

Role of The Greenhouse at the Rhetoric Level 
At the Rhetoric level, The Greenhouse becomes the leader of much 
of the core curriculum of home school. While the student attends 
The Greenhouse for only a day or so, the instruction on-site 
presupposes about 15-18 hours of homework per week. Our 
instruction will provide all that is needed for the disciplines we 
teach. For the subjects taught at The Greenhouse, the students will 
be primarily responsible to their instructors, rather than their 
parents. Unlike the lower levels, Rhetoric level work is assigned a 
grade value by the teachers. As on the lower levels, The Green-
house serves as another venue or laboratory in which a student can 
safely relate to peers, and older and younger students, under the 
leadership of teachers who espouse and embody values common to 
their home.   
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Curriculum & Breadth of Offerings – Rhetoric 
At the Rhetoric level, the core program provides instruction in 
history (including the humanities), literature (including writing and 
speech) and science. While the sciences follow a four-year cycle, 
the humanities follows what we term a double two-year cycle; at 
each sublevel (e.g. Rhetoric I) the students receive two years of 
instruction, but the order will alternate for each cohort.  
Additionally, we offer electives in Latin, studio art and logic for 
interested students at the Rhetoric level. 

Size of Rhetoric Level Classes 
The Rhetoric Program is comprised of cohorts each spanning one 
or two grades. It is expected that a given student will remain with 
the same cohort throughout his or her Rhetoric experience. Cohorts 
may be as large as 14 or as small as 6.  To ensure that teachers can 
communicate meaningfully with all the families with whom they 
collaborate, no Rhetoric teacher will be in relationship with more 
than 50 families.  

Role of the Rhetoric Level Teacher 

History 
The Rhetoric Level History teacher serves as the student’s 
primary instructor in history, including the humanities and 
appreciation of art, music and architecture. Outside of the studies, 
research and assignments for the course, there is no expectation 
that additional history instruction is occurring in the home. (On 
the other hand, for a student to practice any of the fine arts will 
require instruction beyond that of The Greenhouse.) The teacher 
will require preparatory readings and exercises to facilitate in-
class discussion and activities. At times, the teacher will use a 
debate or Socratic dialog to explore a topic more deeply. The 
teacher will also coach students in study and organizational skills.  
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Literature 
The Rhetoric Level Literature teacher serves as the student’s 
primary instructor in literature, writing and speech. The 
language arts courses do not include instruction in grammar, 
spelling or typing. The teacher will provide instruction in 
reading, analyzing and critiquing different genres of literature. 
In addition, students will be taught specific approaches to 
different kinds of writing and speeches. Revising assignments 
will be a common facet of the course. Students will be coached 
in critiquing one another’s work charitably.  

Science 
The Rhetoric Level Science teacher serves as the student’s 
primary instructor in the various branches of science. Outside of 
the studies, research and assignments for the course, there is no 
expectation that additional science instruction is occurring in 
the home. In addition to reinforcing vocabulary and concepts 
learned in student’s home study of an assigned common text, 
the teacher will also introduce students to lab procedures, 
oversee key labs and demonstrations, and instruct students in 
writing lab reports (formal and informal). The teacher will also 
arrange for the administration of tests upon completion of 
various modules. As needed, the science teacher will also be 
available for brief tutorials to help students in solving specific 
types of scientific (math) problems. 

Expectations of Incoming Rhetoric Students 

All 
Incoming Rhetoric students are expected to be reading fluently 
at least at grade level. They should be able to write a five 
paragraph essay. Students should be able to follow along and 
take notes from a lecture, and identify and highlight the key 
words in a reading. They should be able to focus on an assigned 
(non-voluntary) task for 45 minutes without significant need for 
redirection. Students should be able to contribute to a classroom 
discussion with active listening and pertinent comments or 
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questions, and without dominating. Students should be able to 
work collaboratively as an effective part of a small group. 
Rhetoric students should be characterized by respectful conduct, 
edifying speech, and a growing capacity for self-directed work.    

Rhetoric I 
Incoming Rhetoric I students who plan on taking Chemistry should 
have completed Algebra I. 

Rhetoric II 
Everything expected of a Rhetoric I student is also expected of a 
Rhetoric II student. Incoming Rhetoric II students should be able to 
manage their own study schedule, and have a solid understanding of 
how they best learn. They should be able to conduct effective 
independent research of a topic and write multi-page expository 
papers. Students planning on taking Physics should have at least 
started, if not completed, Algebra II. 
 

Rhetoric Senior Project 
In their senior year, students will research, write, present and 
defend a thesis. Although teachers may grant significant latitude to 
accommodate student interests, each thesis must have a connection 
to some facet of the studies of The Greenhouse. Thesis selections 
must be approved by the appropriate faculty member, who will 
stipulate the other requirements. The written thesis will also be 
presented before the class and subsequently defended before 
Greenhouse faculty members before completing The Greenhouse 
program. 


